











The

iploma

Section 5 Employers
Why should | involve my
Company?

Diploma Skills for Business

The Business, Administration and Finance (BAF]) Diploma is designed in close
consultation with employers.

Employers have, for some time, been dissatisfied with the level of skills and
knowledge young people have when they enter the workplace. The Diploma content
is designed by employers to meet the skills needs of the business and finance
sector.

Employers have been consulted in order to determine the skills and knowledge
needed in young people so that they are better prepared for the world of work, now

and in the future.

What are the benefits?
The BAF Diploma is being designed to better prepare young people for employment

and will
e Ensure young people understand the business and finance sector and will
have the knowledge and skills required to work in a wide range of job roles
e Develop the knowledge and personal skills that employers want from new
entrants to the workplace
e Provide employers with the calibre of young people that is required to meet

business objectives.
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Potentially reduce recruitment and staff turnover costs as young people
enter the workforce with higher and more relevant essential skills and
having made better informed choices

Reduce employer induction costs by enabling young people to contribute to

the bottom line from earlier on.

How can | get involved?

The BAF Diploma will create opportunities for employers to become more involved

with local education by getting staff involved in sharing real experiences and

contributing their expertise through the support of local schools.

Diplomas are about real life context, so it's essential that employers get involved.

There are many ways that students can benefit from what you have to offer:

Give talks and lectures to enrich the curriculum

Set actual business problems for students to solve in their projects
Offer work experience placements for students or work shadowing for
teachers

Host visits to your business

Support an employability or enterprise event in your local school.

It is important that businesses remain at the heart of the diploma programme to

ensure schools and colleges stay in touch with the latest needs of business and

industry.

This is a real opportunity for employers to influence the education of young

people... you can help bring learning to life.
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Section 6 How will 1t all
work?

The Diploma in Business, Administration and Finance will be taught for the first
time by selected schools and colleges across Cheshire from September 2009. To
support the diploma, there are 14-19 consortia and practitioner groups covering the
Cheshire area. These are made up of representatives from local schools that are

working together to offer the BAF Diploma to students within the region.

Typically students at foundation and higher level will spend two days a week on
diploma study either at their own school or at a local specialist school or college.
Transport will be arranged locally across Cheshire to enable students to access the

lead providers in the area.



Case Study

This might be the experience of a student taking the Diploma in Business,

Administration and Finance.
Name: John
Age: 14

Which Diploma are you taking?

Higher Diploma in Business, Administration and Finance.

Why?
One day I'd like to set up my own business designing and selling computer
games. | love the fact that business enterprise is such a big part of the course.

It's a great way to prepare for work-it’s really relevant.

What's your typical week like?

| spend two days a week at my local specialist school and | sometimes go to
my local college for some parts of the course. This week | am working on a
project set by a local I.T company. It's great to have a real life problem to work
on. | also spend some of the time working on my chosen specialist subjects,

marketing and accounting.

Where next?

| have so many options. | could go on to do the Advanced Diploma and go on
to university or | could look for an apprenticeship. | might just go for it and set
up my own business. The good thing about this diploma is it gives you so much

choice and more opportunities once you leave school/college.
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Finding out more

Students, Parents and Carers

Naturally you want to make sure that you have all the right information,
advice and guidance to help you make the right decision about taking a
diploma. Teachers and Connexions Personal Advisers will be happy to
discuss the Diploma with you. Students wishing to find out more
should speak to their Head of Business Studies or Economics.
The Personal Adviser can be contacted at school, college or at your local

Connexions centre:

Connexions Centre Telephone Number

Chester Connexions Centre,
6 Upper Northgate Street, Chester CH1 4EE 01244 389200

Ellesmere Port Connexions Centre,
53 Whitby Road, Ellesmere Port CH65 8AB 0151 355 7135

Macclesfield Connexions Centre,
Chatham House, Churchill Way,
Macclesfield SK11 6AY 01625 412420

Northwich Connexions Centre,
Brunner Court, 97 Witton Street,
Northwich CW9 5DR 01606 331515

Winsford Connexions Centre,
24/26 Queens Parade, Winsford CW7 1AE 01606 862213

The Hub @ Connexions Crewe
23/25 Market Street, Crewe CW1 2EW 01270 251002

Congleton Connexions Centre,
35/37 Lawton Street, Congleton CW12 1RU 01260 276116

For more information about the Business Administration and Finance
Diploma, students, parents, carers and employers can access these
diploma websites:

http://yp.direct.gov.uk/diplomas

www.dcsf.gov.uk/14-19

www.qca.org.uk/diplomas

www.baf-diploma.org.uk





